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Message from the Principal: 

by robert.l.carter@lcps.org   

Dear Banneker Families, 

It’s hard to believe that June is only a few days away. Can you believe that your child has 
nearly completed one more year of school? Blink, and you would have missed it. We have 
had such a great year at Banneker but the fun is not over yet. Please take a look at our final 
newsletter of the year and pay particular attention to certain calendar events. 

Yearbooks 

We are looking forward to distributing yearbooks on Friday, May 31st. Thank you to all of 
those who have purchased a yearbook. If you haven’t had the chance to order your yearbook 
there is still time. Yearbooks can still be purchased with cash or checks made out to Banneker 
Elementary School. The yearbook is $20. Order forms are in the office and will be available 
in the morning in the lobby 

SOLs 

Thank you to all of our families who had their children to school on time after having a great 
night of sleep and a good breakfast. We have one more test to go on Thursday. The SOL 
results are coming in, and they look good. They are available to be viewed on ParentVUE 24 
hours after the test is given. We are so proud of Banneker Students and Banneker Teachers. 
The final score reports will be mailed home with the report card this summer. Make sure that 
we have your corrected mailing address- we will ask the post office NOT to forward mail. 

Field Day 

Field Day is Monday, June 3rd. Please make sure your child wears safe footwear, sun 
protection, brings water bottles and a change of clothes. I hear that kids get wet :)  

 

 

NEWS 



 

 

PBIS Updates 

I am excited to announce that Banneker will be bringing back Positivity Project next year. 
Parents, teachers, and students had so many great things to say about the program and we 
look forward to building on successes from this year.  

5th Grade Promotion Ceremony 

The Fifth Grade Promotion Ceremony is on the second to last day of school, June 6th at 
8:30am. We are looking forward to celebrating our school leaders on that day. Please be on 
the lookout for your child’s end of year classroom parties. 

Don’t Forget to Write 

The office gets lonely without all of our wonderful students. Please send a postcard this 
summer to let us know all about your summer travels. 

Summer Reading Program 

Once again, Banneker is teaming up with the Middleburg Public Library to bring students a 
summer reading challenge. We will hold an assembly on Tuesday, June 4th to share all of the 
details.  

Principal’s Coffee 

This Monday, June 3rd 2019 at 2:45pm I will be holding a principal’s coffee (decaf) to discuss 
progress on current Banneker initiatives and share details about what instruction could look 
like at Banneker in 2019 and beyond. We spend a lot of time designing programs during the 
summer time. This would be a great time to make your voices heard prior to our thorough 
planning sessions.  

Regards, 

Robert L. Carter 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In the Library  

by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org  

Below is information for the Loudoun 
County Public LIbrary Summer reading 
program!  You can find more 
information on the website here as well.   
Be sure to keep reading and have a great 
summer! 

2019 Summer Reading Program 

BLAST OFF MONDAY, JUNE 10 

Get ready for an out-of-this-world adventure. 

From Monday, June 10 through Monday, Aug. 5, ramp up your reading, discover more of the 
library’s resources and explore your community. With this year’s “Explore Your Universe” 
theme, patrons can expect plenty of space-related programs for all ages. 

Children, teens and adults can get in the game by completing challenges all summer long. There 
are also a chances to complete challenges by visiting one of Loudoun’s parks and museums. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

● Register at any branch starting Monday, June 10 and pick up your Summer Reading 
Mission Log. 

● Complete challenges and log your progress. 
○  8 challenges = A free ice cream coupon 
○ 16 challenges = A free book and an entry into the grand-prize drawing on 

Monday, Aug. 19 (prize packages valued at more than $200) 
●  Turn in your Mission Log by Sunday, Aug. 18. Get a free pass to Great Country Farms 

when you sign up! 

JUST FOR KIDS 

Each branch will award a huge trophy to the local elementary school with the highest percentage 
of students participating in Summer Reading. 

Nine trophies will be awarded, so be sure to sign up and help your school win! 

New this year on the challenge card are 16 challenges designed especially for pre-readers. Pick up 
challenge cards at any library branch. 

FEATURED EVENTS SCHEDULE 

For each of the eight weeks of the Summer Reading Program, a featured performer will visit all 
nine traditional branches. The shows will take place the same day and time for each branch.* 



 

 

Ashburn Library | Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Brambleton Library | Thursdays, 7 p.m.* (Week 4 will be held Friday, July 5 due to the Fourth of July 
holiday.) 

Cascades Library | Mondays, 2:30 p.m. 

Gum Spring Library | Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

Lovettsville Library | Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m. 

Middleburg Library | Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. 

Purcellville Library | Wednesdays, 1 p.m. 

Rust Library | Tuesdays, 2 p.m. 

Sterling Library | Wednesdays, 4 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tech in the School 

by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org  

To learn more about Common Sense Media and the lessons, 
visit their website here.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education: 

by Brad.Moss@lcps.org 

The year end is here!  That means field day is here and hopefully great weather will 
accompany it.  I am eager to see the kids do the great olympic style events during field day 
and watch all of the fun water stations in the afternoon.  If this is reaching you before field 
day (June 3rd) and you would like to participate as a parent supporter of the events check out 
the sign up genius when accessing the PTO communication point.   



 

 

We are looking forward to a great summer of outdoor experiences and creative fun.  Get 
outside and spend time in the sun but don’t forget that hat and sunscreen.  We all know how 
the sun can make us feel great, but can do some real damage if we aren’t careful.  Looking 
forward to a great next year.  Go Broncos!  

 

School Counseling: 
by Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org  

  As we prepare to end the school year, some students are working on a “summer bucket list” 
to help them make plans for a fun and constructive summer break.  Bucket lists will be 
coming home with students in their guidance folders, so look at some of your child’s 
wonderful summer goals.  Now is an appropriate time for parents to also set some goals for 
summer and for next school year. 
  Parents are teachers, too!  From when children are born until the day that they 
graduate from high school, they spend only around 15 percent of their waking hours in 
school.  The other 85 percent is spent outside of school and mostly at home. 
  So, you are your child’s most important teacher!  Make plans to stay committed to your 
child’s education and plan now to stay involved as a partner in their education next year. 

● Volunteer in class, chaperone field trips, participate in fundraisers, and get involved 
whenever you can! 

● Be sure to attend Back to School Night and parent-teacher conferences. 
● Read all the information that comes home in your child’s backpack! 
● Make school a family priority.  The best students have the best attendance. 
● Expect your child to be successful in school. 
● Respect homework!  Schedule a regular time for homework, help when needed, and 

check to be sure that everything is finished correctly. 
● Speak up!  Connect with your child’s teacher via email, written note, or phone call if 

you have questions or concerns about school. 

     
 

 

ART: 

Many thanks to all who came out for the “Wonders of the Sea” Art Show and fundraiser.  
On behalf of the PTO and the 5th grade class we thank you for your time and support!  

Wow, time flies when you’re having fun and making art!   

If you have been in the school hopefully you had the chance to peek at the AfterSchool Art 
Club’s clay works!  They sure did a great job with these sculptures.  You can find them in the 
display case in the foyer of the school.  



 

 

 

Portfolios will be coming home at the end of the month.  Please take a moment to look 
through the portfolio with your child.  Asking questions and finding ways to offer genuine 
compliments on their work would be a great place to start. “ I like the colors  you used or the 
way you included …….” Be sincere and positive with your comments.  Art can be be 
personal and confidence is important in student growth!  “All children are born artists, the 
problem is to remain an artist as we grow up.” — Pablo Picasso 

 

Music:  
by Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org 
      @MrDugganMusic 

It has been such an amazing year in music here at Banneker. Looking back, we had many 
marvelous performances including Dirt Don’t Burn, Spooky Songs and Stories in 
Middleburg, the Third Grade Musical, and both performances by the Banneker Bards. As we 
wrap up the year in music, students in every grade will enjoy world music drumming as they 
learn a variety of skills applicable for their ability in our drum circles. Though they vary by 
grade, some of the overall skills include how to treat the drums and fellow drummers with 
respect, bouncy hands, playing along with a variety of recorded music, and using speech to 
facilitate rhythmic playing. Fourth and Fifth graders will also make the final touches on their 



 

 

final performance of “Best Day of My Life” for the end of year ceremony. With summer 
approaching, consider finding ways to remain musical with your family such as music lessons, 
hootenannies with friends and family, or games/programs on computers and gaming devices. 

Have a wonderful summer and I will see you all next year! 

 

Search News 

by Luanne.Nichols@lcps.org 

10 Reasons Your Child Should Play Outside This Summer 

Just a few more days and it will be summer vacation.  As you and your children plan your 

summer, there are many reasons to leave plenty of time for unstructured, outdoor play.  Here, 

from an article in “Portland Family” online magazine are the top ten (academic) reasons your 

child should play outside as much as possible this summer. 

1.      Playing outside brings together informal play and formal learning.  It’s one thing 

to learn information in school, but it’s quite another to experience it firsthand.  Gravity, force, 

motion, and friction are lessons learned in a physical science lesson in school, but playing ball 

gives meaning and understanding to those forces. 

2.     Playing outdoors stimulates creativity. Need a pretend house?  Make it with leaves and 

twigs!  How about a pretend store and its wares?  Mud pies for a bakery, little dolls made of 

natural materials!  The possibilities—and creative opportunities—are endless! 

3.     Playing outdoors is open-ended. The rules are the ones that children make up for 

themselves.  They are able to create structure and order, try it out, and modify when needed, 

all real world skills needed in school and in later life. 

4.     Outdoor play increases attention span.   Because a play task is initiated by the child, 

he/she is much more likely to play (i.e. work) hard for longer periods of time. 

5.     Outdoor play promotes problem solving.   When children are presented with problems 

by adults, they will often wait, hoping the adult with solve the problem for them, or at least 

give them lots of help in the solution.  When playing outside with other children, however, they 

are responsible for finding their own solutions and will work diligently to solve their own 

problems. 

6.     Outdoor play widens vocabulary.   If a child sees a salamander or a forget-me-not 

flower, but doesn’t know what to call it, a child will probably ask other children or an adult to 



 

 

identify it.  Seeing new and different things in nature can’t help but expand a vocabulary, and 

often initiate conversations about other natural objects or animals. 

7.     Playing outdoors helps children to notice similarities and differences. In almost any 

game or outside activity, sorting and grouping are necessary.  Just noticing the attributes of 

objects, activities, and people helps children develop the kind of thinking needed for science. 

8.     Time spent outdoors increases persistence.  Physical skills demand practice.  Getting 

the objects for a game or imaginative play to be just right demands many trials and errors.  

Persistence is necessary for all kinds of work, including school work. 

9.     Being in nature improves communication skills.  What are the rules to the game?  

Everyone has to understand the rules precisely, and that means that children must learn to 

communicate clearly and effectively.  Pretend plays encourages oral storytelling, a precursor to 

writing.  

10.   Outdoor play is fun.  The happy, well-balanced child comes to school healthy, eager, and 

ready to learn.  And besides, it’s summer—just have fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

PTO Corner 

Dear Banneker Families, 

  

It's hard to believe that in a few weeks our students will have completed the 2018-2019 school 
year.  Before the school year comes to an end, we get to look forward to two of Banneker's 
most cherished traditions:  The End of Year Family Picnic and Field Day. 

  

The End of Year Family Picnic is scheduled for Friday, May 31st at 5:00PM.  There will be 
an exciting end of year surprise planned for the kids!  RSVPs are due on ASAP.  If your RSVP form 
was misplaced, please see bannekerpto.com to download another copy.  We hope you can make 
it! 
Mr. Moss has planned another fantastic Field Day for our students on Monday, June 3rd 
(June 4th is the rain date).  Although Mr. Moss has an amazing day planned, we cannot execute 
it without more help. Please see the Sign-Up Genius for details on volunteer opportunities.  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090d4fa4af2fa3fc1-2019 



 

 

We want your feedback!   We realize that while most families cannot attend the monthly 
meetings, they are still impacted by our events and plans.  We have created an anonymous 
survey so that everyone has an opportunity to provide feedback.  Please take a moment to let 
us know how we’re doing.  Your feedback matters!  forms.gle/J2fpEHFmiAcUZDfh6 

Thinking forward to next school year, the PTO is planning to bring Odyssey of the Mind back 
to Banneker! Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides 
students creative problem-solving opportunities in a team environment.  Even better, it runs 
during the winter months when many students are looking for a little something extra to do.  
We have attached an informational flyer to the newsletter and will communicate the 
information night to families once it is scheduled at the beginning of the school year. 
We have had a great time supporting the Banneker community this year and we hope that 
everyone has a safe and relaxing summer!  Thank you for a great year!! 

PTO elections were held at our last board meeting and the results are in

President: Cy Accord 
Vice President: Kelly Nash 
 

Secretary: Meredith Gurdak 
Treasurer: Melanie Blankenship

 Cheers! 

Megan, Marti, Susan, and Cy - "Your PTO" 

More information is available at: bannekerpto.com 

If you have any questions, please contact us at:  

bannekerpto@yahoo.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


